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GPS gets ships’ course information mainly from
a compass on board. The commonly used compass
aboard is gyro compass. It is a type of non—-magnetic
compass that can find true north. The true north found
is more accurate than relative north.
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There are three departments on board:
deck department, engine department and service
department. Deck department includes chief officer,
second officer, third officer, bosun, etc. Engine
department consists of chief engineer, second
engineer, third engineer, fourth engineer, motorman,
ete. Service department contains cooks and steward.
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The major coast radio stations all over the world
transmit weather information for ships. Weather
information commonly consists of three parts: warning,
synoptic situation and forecast. Warning is used to
warn mariners of navigational hazards at sea. Warning
usually received onboard includes gale warning, storm
warning, hurricane warning, etc. A synoptic situation
usually gives the result of a general weather analysis
in terms of pressure system. A forecast provides a
statement of expected condition in a certain area over
a period of 12 or 24 hours.
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Application Analysis of The Thematic Progression

Patterns in Nautical English
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Abstract: The thematic progression patterns are the important theory in systematic functional grammar.

It can show the frame of a passage, reflect the information flow of a text and help learners understand well

the author’ s thoughts and context. Choosing nautical English as studying material, the paper gives a brief

explanation about thematic progression to help maritime students grasp main ideas of nautical English passages

and also build up nautical spoken—English.
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